The solution of bis(3,4-dimethoxyphenyl)disulfide ( 10.1 g, 30 mmol) and ^V^-dimethylurea (5.3 g, 60 mmol) in /V^jvX-tetramethylurea (TMU, 500 ml) was heated with finely divided copper powder (3.8 g, 60 mmol) to 443 К till clear {ca. 2 h). The solution of l,4-dibromo-2,5-dimethoxybenzene (8.9 g, 30 mmol) in TMU (100 ml) was added and the nüxturc refluxed (4 d). Then the solvent was removed in vacuo and the residue after addition of ice and hydrochloric acid extracted with chloroform. The residue of extract was recrystallised (ligroin) to give colorless crystals; yield 7.9 g (56 %); mp 456 К -458 К .

